*To the Editor*:

I read with great interest the eloquent perspective by Hu entitled "From Air Pollution to the Anthropocene and Planetary Health. Implications for Clinicians, Researchers, and Society" ([@bib1]).

Unfortunately, the world is divided about whether climate change is happening, and even people who agree on that point are divided in their views about what is causing it and how to "fix" it.

As with many similar complex situations where the answers to many questions are not precisely known and the consequences of interventions are difficult to predict, we need to use the art of conflict resolution and positive action to find common ground on which all parties can agree.

The profound impact of air pollution on human health is indisputable and extensively documented in many publications, including the paper by Hu ([@bib1]). Given the prevalence of respiratory and other diseases caused or significantly exacerbated by air pollution, almost everyone is affected either directly or by the misery and death of people close to them.

We therefore have a real chance to persuade the general public as well as politicians and other decision makers to accelerate efforts to reduce air pollution, be it "man-made," such as that due to fossil fuel use, or "natural," such as that caused by the recent catastrophic bushfires in Australia.

Although reductions in air pollution may not be viewed by everyone as measures that would be necessary or effective in terms of an impact on global climate, an agreement on the need for such reductions would likely be achievable and would positively impact global health in the foreseeable future. We as individuals and our professional respiratory societies could provide very trustworthy leadership on this front.

**Postscript:** It is one of a few positive consequences in the current COVID-19 pandemic that the global air pollution has been drastically reduced. Perhaps, we can find a way to "normalcy" without return to the poor air quality.
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